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Challenging Student Behavior 
 

Purpose: 
To clarify what constitutes disruptive behavior in an academic setting and what actions 

staff and administration may take in response to disruptive behavior. 

 

Scope: 
 

All administrators, Teachers, Therapists, Special Education Assistants, Support 

StaffStudents, and Parents/Guardians. 

 

Policy: 

Maintaining a Safe Learning Environment for Everyone 
 

The school is committed to supporting the special needs of students in our classes.  Staff 

have a responsibility to treat students with understanding, dignity, and respect.Staff and 

Students need a safe and calm learning environment. Students and staff share 

responsibility for maintaining a positive educational environment. Disruptive students in 

the academic setting hinder the educational environment. 

 

If a student demonstrates aggressive behaviour which is detrimental to the physical and 

emotional safety of self and others (in spite of interventions offered by teachers and 

therapists), parents will be called to take the student home. 

 

          In the event a student has injured another student or staff member in a more serious     

          manner or they required medical attention; the student will automatically be suspended for  

          a day – or possibly more –depending on the event and injury. 

Escalations 
 

In the event that individual class management systems are not sufficient to correct 

disruptive or disrespectful behavior, the following procedures will be followed based on 

the severity of the infraction and the teacher and/or principal’s evaluation of the 

circumstances. 

Procedure: 

I.  For Verbal Students 
 

Warning in Class (Step One): If a student exhibits behavior that interrupts the learning 

environment, a teacher will provide appropriate mediation and/or warning and/or 

consequences to bring about awareness of the unacceptable behavior.It will be the 

teachers’ determination of the gravity of the infraction and severity of warning. The 
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teacher will document the behavior. A behavior and safety plan will be developed if one 

is not already in place. 

 

Out of Class Interventions (Step Two): Should mediation and/or warnings not be 

sufficient, inappropriate behavior may be redirected in the following manner: 

1. The student may be directed to leave for a break with an SEA.  

2. They may work outside the classroom. 

3. They may go to the sensory room with an adult. 

4. They may use sensory calming equipment, headphones etc. 

 

II. For Non Verbal Students 
 

1. Identify increase or change in behaviour and triggers.  

2. Provide support, re-direction, review schedule, calming strategies and tools. 

3. Provide quiet place, sensory breaks. 

4. Follow steps outlined in Support Plan/IEP. 

 

 

III. Administration Referral: 
 

Should the above procedures not be sufficient the following procedure will be followed:  

 

1. First incident: Teacher contacts parent  

2. Second/Third incident: Teacher contacts parent and logs incidences 

3. Parents will be notified that repeated behavior may result in a recommendation for 

suspension or reduced days. 
4. Fourth referral: Administration contacts parent/suspension if needed 

5. Fifth referral: Administration contacts parent/ Recommendation for expulsion 

 

IV. Special Circumstances: 
 

In cases where the student’s abilities have declined further or substantially changed the steps 

above may not always be appropriate and may be followed in a different order and/or may have 

some steps combined. In some circumstances it might be determined that the school is no longer 

able to accommodate the student with their current supports and Administration will need to re-

evaluate and alter the services that the school provides and decide the suitability of the placement 

at the school. 

 

Note: As per school application form:  “Some, if not most of our students are very fragile, both 

emotionally and/or physically. It is our responsibility to keep each of our students safe. We 

would expect parents to fully disclose behavioural issues, so we can make a decision about 

whether or not their child is best served in our school. If such behaviour is not disclosed prior 

to enrollment, we may after careful consideration direct the parent to a different setting” 
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General Guidelines We do not accept students:  

 With an H designation for severe behaviour  

 Who are a danger to themselves or others  

 Who are physically abusive i.e. bite, hit, kick, scratch etc. on a continual basis 

  Who are verbally aggressive on a continual basis 

 


